
Dear John McCrae Families, 
 
It has been a very busy couple of months for our students, staff and families. We wish to thank our community for the sup-
port shown as we moved to re-organize the school to meet the Primary Class requirements.  
October saw Markham in Motion, International Walk to School, Cross Country and Terry Fox, to mention just a few school 
events.  
 
Each school in York Region has a School Improvement Plan for Student Achievement (SIPSA), in which we set goals to 
meet the needs of our students. Within our SIPSA we know that our students are very good at demonstrating an understand-
ing of explicitly modeled information and ideas. However, students have difficulty applying their learning to new tasks and 
problems that require critical thinking skills.  
Critical Thinking is about teaching students how to approach issues or subject material in an open-minded manner, to look 
carefully at various options or opinions and to then reach reasonable conclusions based on relevant factors.  This means as a 
staff and as a community, we encourage students to experiment with various methods before deciding on how to best ap-
proach a problem whether it be in math or any other subject. Watch for our new School Improvement Plan for Student 
Achievement (SIPSA) in the coming weeks and you will notice that we have embedded this goal throughout our school 
plan. 
 
Progress Reports will be coming home on November 16th and parent-teacher interviews will be held the evening of Novem-
ber 24th and during the day on November 25th.  Here are some ways to prepare for this interview: 
-honest, respectful and positive meetings tend to be more productive  
-come to the interview prepared to ask a few key questions 
-ask the teacher for areas that the child is doing well 
-prepare some questions that you may want to ask the teacher 
-listen attentively 
-assume the best about your child and teacher 
-be supportive of your child and teacher and  
-focus on potential 
 
Helen Hart and Krista Keirstead 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Message from our School Council 
 
As Fall arrives and everyone settles into a routine we continue to work together  
as a community to support our children and their learning. The first official meeting 
 of this year’s John McCrae Public School Council was held on October 11, 2016. The  
council for the 2016-2017 school year has been formed.  The new council members  
are as follows:  
 
Michael Chun and Helen Ke - Co-Chairs 
Secretary - Christy Chen 
Treasurer - Lavina Yip 
 
Parents Champions: 
Active and Safe Routes to School - Anna Leung and Yolanda Smidt 
Community Outreach - Mohammad Salameh and Yamini Varma 
Healthy Schools - Michael Chun and Deepak Varma 
Parent Engagement - Jennifer Shum and Helena Ke (Mohammad Salameh and Yamini Varma) 
EcoSchools - Juan Du and Rakesh Yadav 
 
We thank the many families who support the school in so many ways and you are always welcome to attend School 
Council meetings. The next meeting of the council will be on November 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the JMPS library. 



  

 
 
 

 

From the Library Learning Commons 
   
 
 
What is Happening During Learning Commons Time in the Library?  
 
Last week, the kindergarten students were interested in cars, so during Learning Commons 
time we made things with wheels and investigated if changing the size of the wheels made 
a vehicle go faster or slower.  
The Junior and Intermediate students have been discussing designing and setting up some 
maker spaces in the library to teach other students how to make and build things.  
We have also been busy building structures, making patterns on the Lego wall, building 
sentences on our magnetic wall, and creating stories using our newest rabbit and cat pup-
pets.  
We almost forgot to mention that we have been doing lots of reading too! We have several 
students that have already reached level 4 and 5 in our Pokebook Reading Program! That 
means they have read at least 40 books!  
 
Up and Coming News: Scholastic Book Fair November 24 to November 30! More details to 
come! 
 
 

    
     
 

                   Remembrance Day 
 
On November 11, we will be holding our  
Remembrance Day Assembly where students and 
staff will honour those who fought for our country. 
It will take place at 11:15 a.m. immediately follow-
ing morning recess. Families are very welcome to 
attend.  



THE ANNUAL GRADE 3 & 6  
    EQAO ASSESSMENT 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The EQAO (Education, Quality and Accountability Office) is an annual assessment which takes place each May. It 
measures each students’ knowledge and skills in reading, writing and mathematics. Students are required to do much 
more than memorize and recite facts. They work independently to solve problems, write responses and answer multiple 
choice questions; they read and respond to a variety of materials, and write for different purposes and audiences; 
they solve mathematical problems and explain their answers, and they apply their knowledge and skill to real-world 
problems and tasks.  
  
The purpose of the EQAO assessment is to provide information that parents, teachers and policy makers can use to 
help children to learn more effectively. Everyday teachers use tests, assignments and activities to see how well stu-
dents are learning, and to make programming decisions. The Provincial test is designed to be a “snapshot of learning” 
used along with teachers’ assessments to give teachers and parents a clear picture of students’ knowledge and skills. 
The assessment measures how well students have met the provincial expectations in reading, writing and math. The 
students’ work is marked according to the four levels of achievement (1-4) with level 3 representing the expected 
standard. All Grade 3 and 6 students are required to participate in the EQAO assessment. It is based on the provin-
cial curriculum and is considered to be part of the regular program. In very rare situations, students may be exempted 
from all or part of the assessment.  
  
The use of real-world problems requires students to use factual knowledge to apply, organize and communicate what 
they know and show what they can do by using pictures, numbers and words.  
  
While the EQAO results provide us with valuable information about individual students, we must exercise caution when 
reviewing the results for the following reasons:  
  
- Schools are different and serve dramatically different populations.  
- Some schools may have a significant population for whom English is a second language.  
- Groups of students, either in Grade 3 or Grade 6, may have stronger or weaker skills.  
  
While the results may vary from year to year, we want the long-term trend to highlight steady improvement. We are 
committed to a long-term plan that will benefit our students both now and in the future. John McCrae Public School 
has a professional staff who are dedicated to the improvement of student learning. We will, as always continue to work 
closely with parents as partners in the education of the children we both share.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Renewed Mathematics Strategy and the Comprehensive Math Program 
One of the York Region District School Board’s new area of focus is Mathematics.  We have developed a 
Comprehensive Math Program (CMP). This involves thinking about the environment kids learn in - this 
considers the actual space, and the way we think about math in our classrooms...are we promoting mak-
ing mistakes, learning from and with each other, and a growth mindset?  It also considers the learners 
themselves - do we know what excites our students, do we know where they are in their mathematical 
thinking, are we using assessment to inform our decisions?  And lastly, the CMP involves the learning 
and research has shown us that mini-lessons, games and puzzles, and meaningful problems need to 
happen in every classroom. 
 
We know that students need to learn from their mistakes, find answers on their own, collaborate to prob-
lem solve, use manipulatives and technology, be challenged in a safe way, and turn their goals in to a 
reality.  Our Goal is for students to be confident problem solvers who use mathematical knowledge, skills 
and processes to be contributing members of a changing society. 



 
   Electronic Devices and other items of personal value 
 
Students are reminded to leave all electronic devices and all other items of value at home. iPods, MP3 players, 
cell phones, Pokémon cards, trading cards, etc., should not be brought to school. We would not want students 
to be upset if they were to lose something that is important to them. Recess breaks are a time for students to 
have the opportunities to engage in social play and activities.    
 

   

 
 

     
Bus Evacuation Seminars  
 
On November 21 and 22, JK/SK to grades 4 will 
participate in a full hour  
program involving a half hour video/discussion  
presentation inside followed by a half hour bus  
demonstration at the front of the school. 
Grades 5 to 8 will be involved in only the bus  
demonstration. 
 
There will be senior students at the bus  
demonstrations to assist the younger students. 
 
 



   

Healthy Schools 
Newsletter article from Healthy Schools 
 
On Wednesday October 5th John McCrae P.S. participated International Walk 
to School Day by encouraging all of our students to walk to school. Our Kiss 
and Ride was closed for the morning and everyone who usually gets a drive to 
school was asked to park on a side street and ‘walk a block’ to the school.  We 
had a ton of fun outside the school before the start of our day, students were 
encouraged to sign our wall to acknowledge that they walked to school that 
day, and there were lots of services like York Region Police, Paramedics, Pub-
lic Health and representatives from the region set up with educational booths 
for our students and families to learn from. After our school day started, our 
entire school went on a walk together to celebrate International Walk to 
School Day. Our JMPS Healthy School Committee would like to encourage 
all of our families to make Walking Wednesdays a regular thing. Let’s see 
more people walking and biking to school! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have seen an increase in the traffic around the school. We are asking for your support in en-
suring the safety of our students. Please be aware of students walking/bicycling to and from the 
school. Please do not use the school’s parking lot when dropping off or picking up your child. 
Please use the Kiss and Ride. The front Fire Route is designated for school buses drop-
ping/picking up many of our children.  
 
Handicapped parking spots are reserved for a number of parents who require the use of 
these spots for their children who have physical restrictions and disabilities. Thank you for 
your cooperation and support.  



Creating Safe and Healthy Schools for Children with Allergies 
  
We endeavour to be a NUT SAFE school and we ask families to please ensure that 
any food containing nut products or by-products, not be sent to school. It is especially 
important that parents communicate all allergies to the school as soon as they are 
aware of it.  It is imperative that we know about any life-threatening allergies so that 
we can provide a safe, healthy environment for your child.  Please notify the princi-
pal and your child’s teacher so that we take the steps to create accurate records and 
inform staff of the established protocol. 
In addition, parents of students with anaphylaxis will receive information on the 
Medic Alert “No Child Without” program. JMPS supports and promotes the “No 
Child Without” program. 

                              
 
 
 
    
   

 

         iWalk Club  
 

John McCrae Public School is walking at recesses to promote good health and exercise!   
Students are collecting charms—the more you walk, the more you get!!  

 
  WHAT A GREAT WAY TO EXERCISE and have some fun with friends! 
 

You Can Help!!!!! 
 
John McCrae PS will be holding a Mustang Food Drive 2016 from  
November 1st to 11th.  Please bring in non-perishable food items or toiletries. 
All things collected will be donated to the Markham Food Bank. 



International Baccalaureate Program Information Evening 
 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) program is student-centred 
with a focus on developing intellectual, personal, emotional and 
social skills for students who live, learn and work in a rapidly 
changing world. The program emphasizes critical, compassion-
ate thinking, community involvement and intercultural under-
standing. It is founded on international standards and assess-
ment. Students who complete the program earn both an Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma and an IB Diploma. 

We are pleased to announce the expansion of York Region 
District School Board’s IB Program offerings. In addition to 
Bayview Secondary School’s IB Program, YRDSB has four 
candidate school sites for the Diploma Program:  
Alexander Mackenzie High School 
Dr. GW Williams Secondary School  
Maple High School 
Milliken Mills High School 

Current Grade 8 and Grade 9 students and families interested in YRDSB’s IB Program are in-
vited to attend an information session to learn more about the program and application process. 
No registration is needed. 
 
IB Information Evening – Wednesday, October 26, 2016 
 
Location: Le Parc  
8432 Leslie Street, Thornhill, Ontario L3T 7M6 
Hall: to be announced 
 
Times: 
Families living EAST of Yonge St.    6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Families living WEST of Yonge St.  8:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Students eligible for Grade 9 and Grade 10 in September 2017 may apply. 

Assessment Dates – Saturday, November 19 or Tuesday, November 22, 2016 
Admission to the York Region District School Board IB programs includes an assessment. At 
the time of application, students will select to write in either the a.m. or p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 19 or in the evening on Tuesday, November 22.  
 
There is a $35 fee to apply to this program. 
 
For additional information, please visit www.yrdsb.ca/IB. 





Some Reminders For You! 
 

SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAM: 
John McCrae launched a new absence reporting system called Safe Arrival.  It allows par-
ents to report their child’s absence quickly and conveniently in one of three ways: 

1. Parents call into an automated interactive tele-
phone system—1-855-203-2994. 
2. Parents can log into a website - 
yorkrdsb.schoolconnects.com to authenticate their Por-
tal account to report absences and update contact in-
formation. 
3. Parents can download an app (iOS or Android) 
and can be used to report absences. 

SCHOOL CASH ONLINE: 
School Cash Online provides the following benefits: 
 A convenient fee payment option that saves time  
 Reduces paper 
 No more need to send cash or cheques to school 
 A quick way to register.  It takes less than 5 minutes! 
 
Parents that opt to participate will receive notification via email of student fees owed (both 
required and options), and can make secure online payments by credit card or Interac and 
receive a receipt. 

KISS AND RIDE PROGRAM 
The Kiss and Ride Program is intended for parents who are dropping off or picking up their 
children.  It is not intended for individuals who want to leave their vehicle to walk their chil-
dren to the playground or to assist their children to leave the car.  If you want to accompa-
ny your child to the fence of the playground, you must park your vehicle on an approved 
street and walk your child to the yard...or walk to school every day :) 
 
Please adhere to the following rules: 
 
1. Obey the road rules, crosswalks, and speed limits.  Many people, especially those who 

are late, are speeding in to the driveway.  Please slow down—student safety is our big-
gest concern and is a responsibility of all of ours as a community. 

2. Move up in the Kiss and Ride area and only drop off when your vehicle has reached 
the area painted with lines. 

3. Have your children exit on the curb side...NEVER on the driveway side. 
4. Never leave your car parked in the Kiss and Ride. 
 


